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16th June to 5th July 2017, 20 days Auckland to Auckland 
$5995 (est’ as at April 2016)  Trip Leader : John Dobbs 

 
Based on a minimum of 6 participants and maximum of 12 and subject to currency fluctuations and imposition of 

new local taxes or other charges 
Any payment by visa or mastercard adds $150 to the final price 

 
 

Pack your spirit of adventure and discover the true heart of Fiji…. 
You may know Fiji for its corals and coast, but venture away from the 

tourism centres and find yourself in a landscape of dramatic peaks, 
pristine forests, sparkling rivers, remote villages and unique history.  

This is the other side to Fiji beyond the resorts  - enjoy a unique 
insight into the vibrant culture that underpins daily life 

on this journey across three very different islands 
 
 

PRICE INCLUDES : 

 International flights from Auckland to Fiji return, plus internal domestic flights in Fiji and all applicable flight 
taxes, transfers in Fiji 

 All accommodations as required by the itinerary  

 All transports as required by the itinerary  

 An experienced Kiwi leader throughout supported by local leaders and infrastructure, payment to FMC 

 Cultural experiences and entrance fees, local taxes and sevusevu (cultural gifts, where applicable) 

 Most meals as indicated by B.L.D. in the daily itinerary  
 
PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE : 

 Additional meals 

 Travel insurance (essential) 

 Personal expenses such as alcohol, internet cafes, souvenirs or any personal tipping etc 
 

http://www.fmc.org.nz/
mailto:john@tsnapier.co.nz


Trip Leader 
 
John needs little introduction – he is the travel club organizer and regular with the Napier Tramping Club events. He is 
also a keen mountain biker and Lions Club member. He has led many trip for the travel club and enjoys the fun and 
challenges of organizing and leading groups, rating these as some of his most memorable. 
“It is more than 10 years since I put a trip to Fiji on the programme so it is somewhat overdue. An easy short haul flight 
and the same time zone makes travel easy and no jetlag. Fiji has a surprising range of excellent areas for tramping and 
walking away from the urban and tourist centres that get overlooked. The local people are  friendly, and  delighted 
that you have come to visit and meet them and experience their culture. I’ve worked in with locals to set up this itinerary 
which will give a different insight to Fiji and covers off three main islands quite different from one another. A tropical 
destination during our cooler months.” 
I welcome your interest in this trip and look forward to hearing from you on john@tsnapier.co.nz or 06 8352222  
 
 

Trip Structure 
 
Main features are : 

 We visit three islands. The main and largest island of Viti Levu where the capital Suva is located on the 
southeast coast along with Nausori (Suva) Airport, and Nadi International Airport to the west. 

 The 2nd island is Ovalau, capital of the Lomaiviti Group of which the main town is Levuka, the original capital 
of Fiji 

 The 3rd island is Taveuni, known as the garden island of Fiji 

 Local guides and local support is an essential aspect to make the itinerary feasible and brings us close to the 
people and cultural practices. Village daily life, respect and gift giving (called sevusevu and often a gift of kava) 
to the village chief is very important. Our significant trekking section on Viti Levu is in conjunction with a Suva 
based business called Talanoa Treks. This is a newish company specialising in trekking trips that are fully 
involving of the local people whose land we travel over. They specialise in taking people away from main tourist 
areas into the real Fiji.  
In other parts of the itinerary we often closely involved with local guides and ensuring local people and practices 
are respected. 

 The accommodation will be varied. In Suva, a modern downtown hotel. On trekking nights on Viti Levu, mainly 
village halls or  lodges which are basic, clean and intrinsic. Woven mats and foam mattrasses marae style are 
typical, with shared bathrooms and usually cold water showers. In Korotogo, a modern  lodge or hotel is used. 
One night in a mountain hut is also included. 
In Levuka we will stay at either a heritage hotel or homestay. On Taveuni,  a small lodge close to similar services. 

              Details will become clearer once a core group becomes viable for arrangements to be made. 

 Transport will also be varied. A mix of local transports means buses, 4WD’s as needed, taxi transfers etc. 
Suitable for purpose will be the style.  Rivers Fiji rafts are modern inflatable type with life vest included. 

 Meals include all breakfasts as provided at the accommodation or while on trek. Some lunches and dinners are 
also included with some of the dinners being eating out at local restaurants and an end of trip celebration 
dinner is included. There may need to be some adjustments to included meals (possibly more will be included) 
once core arrangements are made. 

 A number of inclusions are planned :  
Allocation of sevusevu gifts at villages where appropriate 
Takalana Resort – the various activities on offer as described in the itinerary 
Entrance costs to various parks, gardens, historical sights as mentioned in the itinerary 
All local taxes pertaining to the above 
All transfers needed to connect accommodations with airports 

 Cultural experiences listed below are all unmissable and intrinsically part of the real Fiji. All are incorporated in 
the itinerary. 
Visiting villages / watching a meke (dance) / drinking kava (non-alcoholic and accessible for men and also 
women on tours these days) / witnessing fire walking (we hope to include this) / rafting on a bilibili (bamboo 
raft) – an option only / offering sevusevu (presentation of a gift)  

 Costs and money. 

mailto:john@tsnapier.co.nz


Fiji is not a cheap destination in the way that certain Southeast Asia destinations are. Accommodation is a 
significant expense and not unlike home for similar properties. Restaurants, shops and transport can be very 
good value in remote areas, but anything geared towards tourists is more expensive. Fiji also imposes  VAT, 
and there is a possibility of this being increased before we travel. 

              There are ATM’s in Suva, Lautoka and Nadi but rare elsewhere. Cash is best for most purchases but credit cards  
              Are acceptable for major purchases in urban centres. 
              Fiji $10 = approx’ NZ$7 and can be purchased in NZ or on arrival into Suva. Any unused notes in good  
              condition may be exchanged at your home bank. 
 
 
 

Itinerary   
 
Day 1 – Fri 16th  June. Auckland to  
Early flight then transfer to the accommodation and orientation, walking tour of the city. Enjoy our first dinner out 
together. D. 
 
Day 2 – Sat 17th  June. Suva and area activities 
Meet up with Matt from Talanoa Tours for a day in the Suva hinterland. This is likely to include a hike to Mt Korobaba, 
quite close to the city and at approx’ 400m up it provides superb views over Suva and its harbour. Then another lush 
rainforest walk in nearby Colo-I-Suva Forest Park, an oasis rich with vivid  birdlife and  tropical flora with several good 
natural swimming holes. Dinner at Rainforest Lodge before heading back into the city. B. 
 
Day 3 – Sun 18th   June. Takalana Bay 
This morning we head north along the King’s Highway on the eastern shore of Viti Levu to Takalana Bay Resort, a family 
run place where we overnight. Here we have most of the day to enjoy a variety of activities. There is a good walk 
through jungle up to the nearby peak for brilliant views, easy kayaking in the lagoon around the mangroves, snorkelling 
over Moon Reef, or a short jungle walk to a super waterfall and swimming hole. B.L.D. 
 
Day 4 – Mon 19th  June. Begin Full Monty 
Rejoining the King’s Highway, we meet up with Matt and the team from Talanoa Treks and begin their “Full Monty” 
trip. We head inland to the rural village of Nabalesere and begin to immerse in the local customs. We will present our 
sevusevu or gift to the village chief and then visit the local waterfall before lunch. Later we head back along the King’s 
Highway to the north coast and Tavua town. Here we head inland and uphill to Nadarivatu Village and Stonebowl 
Lodge our wooden colonial style home for two nights. Walk 3kms today. B.L.D. 
 
Day 5 – Tue 20th   June. Climb Mt Tomanivi 
Today we climb Fiji’s highest peak. Mt Tomanivi at 1323m, around 3 hrs up and 3 hrs down. If the weather is clear we 
will be rewarded with great view,s and the cloud forest is beautiful. Walk 9kms today. B.L.D. 
 
Day 6 – Wed 21st  June. Trekking 
The day begins with a one hour ride to the pretty village of Naga (aka Vanualevu) where we leave our gear to be picked 
up later. A short sevusevu before our local guides take us on a fascinating hike through remote country. We will pass 
an abandoned village where the unfortunate Reverend Baker was eaten! A large flat stone knows as the “sharing 
stone” sits as a grim reminder. Following the river we pass another old village site and several good swimming spots. 
Then a steep climb up to the village of Nubutautau,  virtually in the centre of Viti Levu. 
The village hall will be ours to eat & sleep in. The locals will take good care of us here and following a sevusevu before 
dinner, we will hear the full story about the Rev Baker. Mattresses will be laid out on the floor of the hall for our comfort. 
Walk 12kms today. B.L.D. 
 
Day 7 – Thu 22nd  June. Trekking 
A big day of walking but it is mostly downhill! After leaving our gear to be transported separately, we will be taken up 
to the ridgeline above Nubutautau where we strike out westwards across a battlefield and ancient village sites. 
Descending to the Ba River we should have time for a refreshing swim before lunch. We then follow the river to a bridge 
near the village of Navala and a final short walk up the road to Bulou’s Lodge in Navala.  
Facilities at the lodge are simple but the meals, and host Tui, are all great. Walk 21kms today. B.L.D. 



 
Day 8 – Fri 23rd  June. Finish trekking 
This section is complete and after a look around picture postcard Navala we head down to the coast and head west to 
Lautoka, Fiji’s 2nd largest city and a processing centre for the sugar industry. We overnight at Stoney Creek Resort, a 
lovely retreat hidden at the base of the highlands, a good place to relax after our trekking. B.L.D. 
 
Day 9 – Sat 24th  June. Mt Batilamu 
This morning we begin another trek, this time to the top of Mt Batilamu (1110m). Along the way we call in to the 
Garden of the Sleeping Giant, a peaceful place to walk around. The garden is has Fiji’s largest collection or orchids as 
well as vivid indigenous flora, lily ponds, etc. 
The walk  is in Koroyanitu Heritage Park and winds through dry, tropical forest, with great views down to sugarcane 
fields of the Nadi Valley and out to the islands. We spend the night in the hut near the top of the mountain. B.L.D. 
 
Day 10 – Sun 25th  June. Descend Mt Batilamu and transfer to Korotogo 
Descend off the mountain and return  to the coast, this time passing through Nadi on our way west and then south 
towards the Coral Coast and our destination of Korotogo for several nights. B. 
 
Day 11 – Mon 26th   June. Local sightseeing 
A busy day of local sightseeing. Built in the 18th century by a Tongan chief, Tavuni Hill Fort was a defensive site used in 
times of war and is one of Fiji’s most interesting historical sights. Kula Eco Park is an easy walk away from our 
accommodation. This wildlife sanctuary is a great place to see the furred, feathered & scaled, highlighting hawksbill 
sea turtles, many varieties of parrots, raptors, fruit bats and iguanas. Kula is supported by the National Trust for Fiji 
along with overseas parks and conservation bodies. The very impressive dunes of the Sigatoka National Park stretch 
for 5 kms and the fine  grey-brown sand is substantially covered in vines and shrubs. The dunes have been forming for 
millions of years and archaeological excavations here have uncovered pottery more than 2600 years old  and one of 
the largest burial sites in the Pacific. B.  
 
Day 12 – Tue 27th  June. Upper Navua River rafting and return to Suva 
The early morning drive east along the Coral Coast is very scenic and lush. At Pacific Harbour we meet up with Rivers 
Fiji where we get set for an adventurous day of white water rafting on the Upper Navua River. The trip is well organised 
and they have excellent equipment. We will go through some very narrow gorges with very high sides, through rapids 
and calm water, visit a village and more besides. A 40km drive brings us back into Suva. B.L. 
 
Day 13 – Wed 28th  June. Fly to Ovalau 
A short drive north of Suva is Nausori Airport where we take our 15 minute flight to Ovalau Island. If you thought Fiji 
so far was fairly relaxed, then Ovalau takes that down a few more notches. It is the main island of the eastern Lomaiviti 
Group and it’s the place where the Fijian nation came into being. Historic Ovalau is the closest island to Viti Levu and 
its rugged volcanic landscape, sharp peaks and central crater have a prehistoric beauty. 
Picturesque Levuka, Ovalua’s main town, was Fiji’s earliest European settlement and the country’s first capital. It 
retains a significant number of colonial buildings sandwiched between the sea & lush green mountains. A welcoming 
place of many nationalities and very laid back. There is a lot of interest in and around the town where we are based for 
3 nights. B.D. 
 
Day 14 – Thu 29th   June. Epi’s Tour 
Epi’s Midland Tour occupies much of the day and combines some trekking with transport on a local carrier. This takes 
us into the crater of an extinct volcano, sitting in the centre of Ovalau like a giant, upturned, broken eggshell. This is 
the site of Lovoni village. The tour is run by Epi, a Lovoni married to an Englishwoman. The scenery is stunning and Epi 
is a fantastic storyteller and will also point out many medicinal plants too. At the village we will present our sevusevu 
to the chief, then enjoy a swim in the river and a delicious lunch. B.L. 
 
Day 15 – Fri 30th  June. Local sights 
Ovalau would be ideal for a mountain bike ride around the circumference (approx’45kms and half sealed/half unsealed 
roads) but unfortunately there are none for hire  on the island. Instead, we may do  a round the island 4WD tour which 
takes in some other great sights with a picnic lunch and river swim. Otherwise treat this as a chilling out day. Note 
however that Ovalau is not blessed with nice beaches in and around Levuka, but there are black sand and pebble 
beaches at certain points around the coast. B. 
 



 
Day 16 – Sat 1st July. Fly Ovalau to Tavenui via Suva 
Sadly, we depart  Ovalau, but our next island is also stunningly beautiful.  
The initial flight returns us to Nausori Airport where we connect to a  flight  to Taveuni, known as the garden island of 
Fiji. Taveuni’s volcanic past is evident in its many black sand beaches & very lush vegetation. It is relatively small & far 
from crowded, with some wonderful trekking,  snorkelling and diving opportunities. 
We are based in the Matei area on the northern tip of the island where most of the accommodations and restaurants 
are located, and near the airstrip. There are no big towns on Taveuni, and the main income is from agriculture -  mostly 
copra, taro and kava. The land here was once a single copra plantation, since subdivided and sold. B.D. 
 
Day 17 – Sun 2nd July. Taveuni 
On the western shore looking out towards Vanua Levu Island are a bunch of small villages and a couple of worthwhile 
sights. For workability, the International Dateline doglegs around Fiji, but the 180 degree meridian actually cuts straight 
through Taveuni, and the signage is   a 10 minute walk south of Waiyevo village. A further 2km south is Wairiki village, 
which has a beautiful old hilltop Catholic Mission. The grand mission looks out over the Somosomo Strait. The beautiful 
interior is very impressive. It’s worth attending Mass at 7am, 9am or 11am, the congregation sits on the floor and belts 
out tremendous song and harmonies. B. 
 
Day 18 – Mon 3rd July. Taveuni 
There are several brilliant walks to do. One is the Lavena Coast Walk, which follows the east coast along the forest 
edge, along beaches, passing peaceful villages and climbs up through the tropical rainforest to a waterfall, around 
5kms each way. B. 
 
Day 19 – Tue 4th July. Tavenui 
Bouma National Heritage Park protects over 80% of Taveuni’s total area, covering about 150 sq km of rainforest and 
coastal forest. The park has a trail to 3 significant waterfalls that gets more adventurous the further you go. Another 
option is the Vidawa Forest Trail, a full day guided walk. It includes a historic fortified village site, lots of birdlife and 
waterfalls. 
If time permits we may also visit Waitabu Marine Park which is excellent for snorkelling or lounging on the white sand 
beach. The local village has set up a half day tour that includes a local guide, guided snorkelling, a bilibili (raft) ride, 
morning and afternoon tea at the village. End of trip celebration dinner tonight. B.D. 
 
Day 20 – Wed 5th  July. Fly Taveuni – Suva – Nadi – Auckland 
A long day of travel with 3 airlines involved. We will have a long transit in Nadi awaiting the Air NZ flight back to 
Auckland, so we will leave Nadi Airport and spend a few hours relaxing at the adjacent Raffles Gateway Hotel. Here we 
can use the pool (towels provided), bar and restaurant services to freshen up before the flight home, arriving 2320hrs. 
B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Booking Conditions : FMC Travel Club and Travel Smart Napier 
 

1. The FMC Travel Club (FMC) offers this small group trip in conjunction with Travel Smart Napier (TSN). All travel 
arrangements are made with TSN. Participants agree to all terms and conditions by signing the Registration 
Form. 

2. FMC and TSN are not responsible or liable for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity which 
may arise from weather, defect in any vehicle, vessel or aircraft, of through the acts or default of any person 
or company engaged in carrying out any of the arrangements of the trip. 

3. We reserve the right to cancel the trip if minimum numbers don’t eventuate. In such an event, all monies paid 
will be fully refunded. We also reserve the right to make any modifications that may be essential, or to offer a 
modified trip to a smaller number of people. 

4. The trip includes the apportioned cost of the leaders’ travel. 
5. Registrations are accepted in good faith on a first comers basis on receipt of the Registration Form.  

Registrations close by 31st December 2016 (or earlier if the trip fills) and final balance is due by 31st March 
2017. DO NOT send the deposit with registration – once we have a core number and can confirm the trip, 
then we will invoice for the deposit of $2000 per person. All payments may be made by cash, cheque, EFTPOS, 
internet banking, visa or mastercard to the offices of TSN. All or any payments by Visa or Mastercard adds 
$150 to the final trip price. Our preferred method of payment is internet banking. Please use : 010685 
0151601 00 at ANZ Napier. Heerlen Ltd T/A Travel Smart Napier (with a covering email). Please make 
cheques payable to Travel Smart Napier.  

6. Arrangements are made in other currencies, so subject to fluctuations. Events beyond our control such as 
currency fluctuations or any unforeseen additional costs may affect the overall trip price. We cannot guarantee 
the price until such times as full payment has been received. Upon full payment, the trip price is guaranteed. 

7. Cancellations. If you need to cancel your registration for any reason, you must advise TSN in writing as soon 
as possible. An email is acceptable, a phone call alone is not. Travel insurance will cover you for unforeseen 
circumstances but will not cover you for changing your mind after committing to the trip. Cancellation fees 
apply as follows : 

 Cancellations received from  1st January to 31st March 2017 incur a fee of $2000 (the deposit) 

 Cancellations received from 1st April 2017 onwards incur a fee of 100% of trip costs. 
8. Travel insurance is mandatory. We recommend QBE Travel Insurance and a brochure/application by email or 

post is available any time, just ask. A discount to the premium will be offered. Details of any travel insurance 
other than QBE must be provided before departure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Registration Form – Fiji Islands 2017 : 
 

Complete and send to John Dobbs at TSN with a passport copy (scanned is fine). Registrations close by 31st December 
2016 (or earlier of the trip fills), so your earliest commitment is appreciated. All or any payments by Visa or 
Mastercard adds $150 to the final trip price. Our preferred payment method is internet banking into : 010685 
0151601 00 at ANZ Napier. Heerlen Ltd T/A Travel Smart Napier (with covering email please). 
 
Full name(s) as per passport(s) and please underline or highlight your preferred first name(s)………………………................ 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Mailing 
address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Day phone…………………………………………………..Night phone………………………………………Mobile………………………………………….. 

 
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………….Date(s)of birth………………………………………………………. 
 
Specify any dietary requirements, allergies or medical conditions………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Contact person in NZ for any emergencies : name, address, contact phone numbers, email and the relationship to you. 
In the event of any emergency, this is the sole person you are authorizing us to liaise with 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
I/We have read the full trip dossier and I / We agree to pay all trip costs by due date, as advised by invoice. I / We 
understand that the final trip price is subject to minimum numbers and other cost impacts as detailed under the Booking 
Conditions section; therefore the final trip price cannot be guaranteed until such times as full payment has been made. 
 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………..signed and dated by each person registering 
 

 
 
Send to : John Dobbs, FMC Travel Club Convenor 
Travel Smart Napier. Shop 4 Civic Court, Station Street, Napier 4110. P : 06 8352222    
E : john@tsnapier.co.nz 
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