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Rob Mitchell 
 
I am keen tramper, climber and skier. I was elected to the FMC Executive in 2005. I served as President 
of FMC from 2008-2010. I was active in the FMC campaign against mining in National Parks,  prepared 
the FMC submission opposing the Dart Hollyford Tunnel, and helped initiate the FMC partnership with 

Ngāi Tūhoe for a new management plan for the Te Urewera National Park. In 2014, I was responsible 
for FMC’s successful campaign to integrate iconic Stewardship Lands into NZ’s National Parks and 
Conservation Parks. Over the past year, I have assisted the Auckland Friends of Regional Parks develop 
their long term vision and strategy presented to Auckland Council.  I developed FMC’s submission to 
protect the Coromandel Forest Park from private forestry road development at Waitaia Bay. I am also 
assisting formation of a Forum of Auckland Tramping Clubs to promote Waitakere and Hunua track 
management. In the south Island, I have pressed for improved access to public conservation land in 
Hunter Valley, and development of a Remarkables Conservation Park.   
 
I am an active member of the NZ Alpine Club, and was  Editor of the NZ Alpine Journal for four years 
from 1964-1967. I was then a foundation member of the Wellington Face Rescue Team and chaired the 
Otago Section from 1999-2002, then while living in Melbourne, I established and chaired the Southern 
Australian Section of the Club.  On my return to NZ, I served on the NZAC National Club Committee 
working on advocacy and membership services.  
 
I have served as a committee member of the Otago Tramping Club (now the Otago Tramping and 
Mountaineering Club), and while there supported the campaign to rebuild Leaning Lodge on the Rock 
and Pillar Range.  While an undergraduate I created the template for the successful Otago University 
Tramping Club magazine Antics.   
 
I have extensive experience tramping and climbing in both the North and South Islands of New Zealand. 
Ascents include Mt Cook, Dixon, Malte Brun, De La Beche, Elie de Beaumont, Footstool, Sealey, 
Arrowsmith, Hopkins, Aspiring, Earnslaw, Tutoko and Grave. Overseas experience includes extensive 
bushwalking, cross country skiing and rock climbing in Australia, trekking and climbing in the European 
alps, UK, Canada, Nepal and Peru. 
 
While living in Australia, I was a ministerial appointee on the Victorian Government Bushwalking and 
Mountaincraft Training Board, and chaired the Ski Tour Leaders programme.  I was President of the Ski 
Touring Association of Victoria and a foundation member of the Bayside Bushwalking Club.    
 
For two terms, I served on DOC’s  Otago Conservation Board, giving me valuable insights into 
conservation, national park and the high country tenure review programme.  I have extensive 
experience in corporate communications and marketing management. 
 
Currently based in Auckland I work as a researcher and corporate strategy consultant. 
My recent PhD research analysed sustainable tourism management in the Fiordland National Park. 
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