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The 5 major mountain lands issues 

concerning FMC in 1981

ÅEstablishment of a óWilderness Areaô and 
óWild & Scenic Riversô system

ÅEnding the unsustainable logging of our 
indigenous forests

ÅMore representative National Parks

ÅCo-ordinated management of our publicly-
owned mountains, forests, and coastlines

ÅAccess to the pastoral leasehold high 
country of the eastern South Island



New Zealandôs Wilderness Heritage

In 1980, FMC raised concerns about 

the diminishing extent of NZôs wild 

lands for wilderness recreation. 

Together with a number of wild land 

management agencies, FMC 

produced this poster to highlight the 

issue and floated a draft wilderness 

policy for public comment. 

So, New Zealandôs first true 

wilderness conference was 

organised by FMC in August 

1981 to mark the federationôs 

50th jubilee. The proceedings 

of the conference were a 

blueprint for a constructive 

dialogue between FMC and 

public land managers over the 

following 20 years. 

New Zealandôs Wilderness Heritage



FMC  Wilderness Area  Vision    

in 1981 

Vision:

ÅCreate 10 new wilderness areas

ÅProduce a wilderness policy

Outcome:

ÅA óWilderness Advisory Groupô, chaired by 

FMC (1981- 1983), set up to advise 

government on viability of new wilderness 

areas and wilderness policy



In 1984, 110km 

of the Motu River 

was the first to 

be protected as 

a óWild & Scenic 

Riverô

This was followed in 1988 by the first 

real wilderness area in the North 

Island ïRaukumara (39,650 ha)



OTHER FMC - PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREAS

DESIGNATED SINCE 1981

TASMAN    

(1988, 87,000 ha)

HOOKER ïLANDSBOROUGH 

(1990, 41,000 ha)

OLIVINE    

(1997, 83,000 ha)



FMC - PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREAS

DESIGNATED SINCE 1981

ADAMS

PAPAROA

ÅPAPAROA  (2002),  56,000 ha

ÅADAMS  (2002),  30,800 ha



RUAKITURI
(2003)  28,000 ha

é.and in Te Urewera 

National Park, an initiative 

of the East Coast 

Conservation Board



Wilderness  Area 

situation in 2011 

Over 30 years, 7 

robust wilderness 

areas conforming to 

the wilderness policy 

have been formed ï

6 of them from FMCôs 

proposals. 

Of the remaining four FMC 

proposals -- Garvies ówinter 

wildernessô still awaits 

tenure review éé.. 

another  is a óremote 

experience zoneô , and two 

others still awaiting 

implementation by DOC



KAIMANAWA -- KAWEKA

MAINTAINED  AS  A  MUCH - REDUCED  

óREMOTE  EXPERIENCEô  ZONE  WITHIN 

KAIMANAWA  FOREST  PARK



APPROVED IN PLANS BUT AWAITING 

FURTHER PUBLIC PROCESS

TIN RANGE ïPEGASUS 

(Rakiura National Park)

No action to date by DOC



WAITUTU - POTERITERI

APPROVED IN PLANS BUT AWAITING PUBLIC PROCESS

(DOCôs óSouth-West / Cameronô is a 

scaled-down version of the FMC proposal 

ïbut eliminates Lake Poteriteri)



By 1981, many of the 

North Island indigenous 

forest conflicts, like 

Kaimai-Mamaku and 

Pureora,  were resolved 

by the NZ Forest Service 

forming forest parks (with 

ecological areas and 

forest sanctuaries).

After a bitter campaign, 

Whirinaki Forest Park was 

formed in 1984, largely 

bringing to an end the 

logging of North Island 

indigenous State forests.

2.  INDIGENOUS  FOREST  CONTROVERSY



ébut in the West Coast of the South Island the 

unsustainable logging of the vast terrace 

podocarp forests continuedéé

éin particular, Okarito 

and Waikukupa forests 

which had to be saved 

in order to extend 

Westland National 

Park into the lowlands 

as a ñmountains-to-the-

seaò parké..

é.and, further south,  

the 300,000 ha of 

virgin lowland 

podocarp forest 

between the Cook 

River and Martins Bay.  



Unlogged forests on Haast Coastal 

Plain around mouth of Waiatoto River

Southern Alps and coastal forest 

from mouth of Poerua River

é.so, after a decade of scientific study and political 

agitation, in 1989 the great forests of South Westland 

were passed to the new Department of Conservation, 

opening the way for the designation by UNESCO in 1990 

of NZôs outstanding natural World Heritage Area.



New Zealand has 3 World Heritage 

Natural Sites 

Tongariro NP 1990 (vii, viii), 1993 (vi)

Te Wahipounamu (South West NZ)  1990 (vii, viii, ix, x)

NZ Subantarctic Islands 1998 (ix, x)

Te Wahipounamuis one of the worldôs 

outstanding natural World Heritage sites 

ïlisted under all 4 natural criteria. It is 

2.700,000 ha, ie, 10% of NZôs land area



3.  MORE  REPRESENTATIVE    

NATIONAL  PARKS

The significance to FMC 

members of the change from 

the National Parks Act 1952 to 

the National Parks Act 1980



FIVE MOUNTAINOUS NATIONAL PARKS 

DESIGNATED UNDER THE 1952 ACT

Mt Cook 

1953

Westland, 1960

Urewera, 1954

Nelson 

Lakes, 

1956

Mt Aspiring, 1964



FMC initially opposed the 1980  

NATIONAL  PARKS  ACT

ñépreserving in perpetuity as national parks, for their 

intrinsic worth and for the benefit, use, and enjoyment of the 

public, areas of New Zealand that contain scenery of such 

distinctive quality, ecological systems, or natural features so 

beautiful, unique, or scientifically important that their 

preservation is in the national interest.ò

Åresponse to widespread criticism that national parks were  not 

representative of NZôs geodiversity and biodiversity

ÅNZ Forest Service already set up representative óecological areasô

Åno new national parks for 16 years 

Ånew Act limited the powers of NP Authority and NP Boards



FOUR NATIONAL PARKS SUBSEQUENTLY 

DESIGNATED UNDER 1980 ACT

Whanganui, 1986 Paparoa, 1987

Kahurangi, 1996
Rakiura (Stewart Island), 2002



PAPAROA  (1987) ï38,823 ha and the first of a more modern and 

scientific era for parks. Its formation was the culmination of a decade-long 

campaign to protect this iconic landscape from logging and mining. 



KAHURANGI  (1996)

At 452,889 ha, it 

is New Zealandôs 

second largest 

national park

FMC put a lot of work into   

the Kahurangi NP campaign 

because of the areaôs 

outstanding geo/biodiversity 

and opportunities for 

wilderness recreation

Boulder Lake and Douglas Range

Kohaihai-Heaphy coastline



In 1989, after a 20-year campaign, 42,000 ha of the Red Hills and 

Olivine Range were added to the western side of Mt Aspiring NP ï

making the park our 3rd largest and allowing the eventual 

designation of the 83,000 ha Olivine Wilderness Area in 1996.



In Waitutu, the sequence of 11 marine terraces uplifted 

across 1000m altitude over the past 1 million years, 

was a major part of the óoutstanding universal valueô of 

Te Wahipounamu (SWNZ) World Heritage Area

WAITUTU ïin 1999, the 48,500 ha Waitutu stewardship land was 

added to Fiordland NP, plus 2200 ha of magnificent coastal 

podocarp forest retained in Maori title but managed as part of park 



4.  Co-ordinated management of our publicly 
- owned mountains, forests, and coastlines



Formation (and Recreational Policy) of 

the Department of Conservation

Å In mid-1980s, NGO pressure to combine ñlittle green dotsò (L&S, NZFS, 
WS, BRC) into one ñlarge green dotò

Å DOC set up in 1987 with strong conservation advocacy function (since 
greatly weakened); DOC to ñfosterò recreation (but only ñallowò tourism) 
provided the use is ónot inconsistent with conservationô (Cons Act s.6(e)

Å Public Conservation lands eventually extend to 32% of NZôs land area  
(14 national parks make up 11.5%)

Å Cave Creek tragedy (1995)ïDOC develops SOP for all new visitor 
facilities and a ñrisk averseò DOC mind-set gels

Å DOC Visitor Strategy (1996) moves emphasis from backcountry to front 
country; today, nothing on wilderness on DOC website.

Å Major recreation facilities development package of 2001-2004

Å FMC concern at emerging óstrangers in our own backcountryô syndrome;  
DOC view seems to be -- ópeople of the landô (kiwis) have no more 
recreational rights and privileges in the backcountry than non-income 
tax-paying foreign tourists 



12,000 km of tracks;  960 huts;  13,000 bridges, boardwalks, etc

DOC VISITOR STRATEGY: Visitors grouped 

into 7 categories by abilities and interests



Cecil King

Carkeek, 1960s Waihohonu, 2011

Changing Face of 

Backcountry Huts

Ånearly 1000 on conservation 
land ïBuilding Act standards?

ÅFMC concern at DOC 
proposals to remove many 
traditional and historic tramping 
huts

Åno hut fees for youth

Åannual hut pass ówhite-antingô



Percy Burn, Waitutu

Idaburn ïCentral Otago Rail TrailHapuawhenua, Tongariro NP

DOC, in association with 

many local community 

organisations, has done a 

superb job in restoring 

many historic bridges (and 

other historic relics) which 

were in such a sad state of 

repair that they would have 

been demolished



5. TENURE REVIEW of Marlborough, Canterbury and Otago 

pastoral high country leases has been a mixed bag --

FMC was 

initially 

enthusiastic 

and made 

quality & 

considered 

submissions 

on the future 

of most runs

é but to many, the process was too closed and the results something  

of  a ópoisoned chaliceô for those who cherished the open tussockland 

landscapes, through which we approached our  mountains.  



In 2005, with Forest & Bird,  we 

began a campaign for  6 new 

South Island High Country parks:

ÅOteake (Hawkdun/St Bathans Ra)

ÅHakatere/Rangitata

ÅKaikoura 

ÅRemarkables

ÅPisa

ÅSt James/Spenser Mtns 

The first 3 have been designated, as well 

as another 5:

ÅAhuriri

ÅTe Kahui Kaupeka (Two Thumb Ra)

ÅRuataniwha (Hopkins/Dobson)

ÅHawea

ÅEyre

as well  as dozens of conservation areas 

Mostly through   

Nature Heritage Fund 

or tenure review

We now have legal access to an outstanding 

network of tussockland parks, from Marlborough, 

through Canterbury and Otago, to Southland


