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In 2010, and with the financial support of the 
FMC Mountain and Forest Trust, FMC initiated 
a Youth and Young Adults Scholarship Scheme. 
The scheme was set up to raise FMC’s profile 
with the under-30s demographic, promote 
tramping to young people, and to assist clubs 
in attracting younger members. The awards 
comprise either five $300 grants for outdoor 
skills, or a $1,000 grant to contribute towards 
a club-sanctioned, multi-day New Zealand 
expedition led by a person under 30.

The first round closed on 1 April 2011. A 
selection panel comprising Dennis Page (FMC 
Executive member and scheme coordinator), 
Geoff Spearpoint (editor of Moir’s Guide North 
and accomplished expeditioner) and John 
Simpson (Maerewhenua Trust) assessed the 
applications. Despite extensive promotion in 
the FMC Bulletin, website and e-newsletter, 
and to secondary schools and polytechnics, 
only two applications were received – both for 
the expedition award. We hope the awards will 
become more widely known in the future, and 
encourage more applicants. Once completed, 
winners will promote their trips in the FMC 
Bulletin and possibly other publications. 

The awards have a further two years of 
trials, allowing fine-tuning following feedback 
from FMC membership.

Clearly the quest for adventure runs strong 
in the south of New Zealand, as both applicants 
hail from Dunedin: Max Olsen (21), a 4th year 
student from the Otago University Tramping 
Club, and Myles van der Heu (17) a year 12 
pupil at King’s High School. Max plans to explore 
Fiordland’s Transit Valley area in winter, and 
Myles wants to lead a school group on South 
Westland’s Pyke River–Big Bay loop. 

In addition to accounting for their age, 
experience, and proposed destinations, the 
selectors also examined the quality of the 
presentation (how well organised and readable 

was it?), the information given (e.g. trip objectives, 
route descriptions, available maps, budgets and 
risk analysis), the appropriateness of the financial 
support requested (were additional funds 
required beyond the usual costs of transport and 
food?), the benefits to the applicant’s personal 
development, the benefit to FMC, and the 
benefit to the applicant’s local community.

The selectors chose Max Olsen’s proposal 
unanimously as the standout winner. However, 
as they were also very impressed with Myles van 
der Heu’s proposal, they opted to offer him a 
smaller award of $600. Clearly Myles and his 
party will acquire skills and develop personally 
on their proposed trip. 

Max Olsen
Otago University Tramping CLub
Winner $1,000 Expedition Grant
Transit River Region, Fiordland National Park 

Max joined the OUTC in 2008 and is currently 
the Vice President. He describes his pre-
university tramping trips as mainly on track with 
his family, but since becoming a member of the 
OUTC, his thirst for more challenging tramping 
has grown immensely. Since joining OUTC, 
Max has been increasingly attracted by the 
Transit River area, southwest of Milford Sound, 
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but its remoteness and relative inaccessibility 
had thus far put it out of reach. Max wrote 
‘There are several reasons why the Transit 
River region excites me more than anywhere 
else in the country. First, the topography of this 
area is unbelievably spectacular. Near-vertical 
mountain faces that plunge straight down to sea 
level surround the entire area. Second, the area 
is one of the most inaccessible (by land) in New 
Zealand, being cut off from surrounding areas by 
this same topography. Third, despite knowing a 
large number of people with significant tramping 
experience in and around Fiordland, I don’t 
personally know anyone else who has been to 
the Transit area.’

Max plans a winter trip to take advantage 
of available spare time, and proposes to reach 
Anita Bay by means of a boat or kayaks from 
Milford Sound. From Anita Bay the party will 
cross to Transit Beach and then visit Lake Ronald. 
From Lake Ronald, Max hopes to attempt a 
crossing of the unnamed chain of hills to the 
east, and aims to camp beside the tarns marked 
near Pt 1,017-metres. Then the party will 
attempt to drop down into the Transit Valley, 
probably needing rope-work. From the head of 
the Transit, the party will head down the valley, 
possibly using pack-rafts (aquanauts) to descend 
the last six-to-seven kilometres of the river. Max 
also hopes to visit Lake Moreton, but winter 
conditions may prevent this.

Max plans a party size of three or four 
people and a trip window of around 10 days. 
In spite of undertaking the trip in winter, 
Max believes that climatic obstacles can be 
overcome with patience and appropriate 
contingencies. The party will carry a PLB, but 
no mountain radio as Max feels the wilderness 
experience will be more rewarding through no 
contact with the outside world. This expedition 
certainly epitomises meeting nature on nature’s 
terms with rugged self-reliance. In essence, it 
encapsulates what the Expedition Award seeks 
to promote. 

FMC wishes Max and his party every 
success on the expedition and awaits the 
outcome with much anticipation.

Myles van der Heu 
King’s High School, Dunedin, $600. Consolation 
Award for Pyke River-Big Bay circuit  

Myles is a multi-talented pupil whose interests 
span mountain biking, soccer and music, as well 
as tramping. He also mentors a youth group, 
Outram Oasis, for year 5 to year 8 pupils that 
builds character and values through activities-
based learning. Max is working towards his 
gold Duke of Edinburgh Award after gaining his 
silver award by organising a tramp on the Kepler 
Track. Myles proposes to lead a trip with a party 
of three school friends on the Pike River–Big Bay 
Track. The party plans to fly into Martins Bay, 
where they will spend a night at the nearby hut. 
From there, they will tramp to Big Bay, go over 
the Pyke Crossing, past Lake Wilmot, and visit 
Olivine and Lake Alabaster huts before finishing 
at the Hollyford Road. The party will use both 
tents and huts. Although tracked in most places, 
the region has high rainfall and many potential 
obstacles such as large rivers, swamps and boggy 
lake edges that will challenge a young party. It 
should also provide Myles and his party with 
good lessons in organisational and logistical skills. 
Myles will apply the skills and lessons learnt to 
his mentoring programmes, thereby encouraging 
more of his friends to undertake similar trips.

FMC wishes Myles and his party the best 
of luck for the trip and looks forward to reading 
about his adventures.
Are you under 30 years, a member of a FMC-affiliated club 
or associated school or polytechnic and inspired to take on 
a challenging trip? Have you planned an ambitious trip but 
needed a kick start incentive? Check out the Scholarships 
Section on the FMC website (www.fmc.org.nz) and start 
formulating your ideas for the next round: applications close 
on 30 September 2011. 
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