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today and tomorrow. We must fight for their 
protection if necessary.”  

Fred Vosseler – Inaugural President FMC,1932
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This has been a year of significant change in Aotearoa/New Zealand, with a change 
of government that few would have predicted in advance. It is still early days for 
the Labour/New Zealand First/Green coalition, but from the early signs of their 
priorities, it looks good for conservation and outdoor recreation, with the new 
Minister of Conservation Eugenie Sage looking to reset conservation policy back 
to the hierarchy within the Act, of fostering recreation, and allowing tourism, but 
only where they are not inconsistent with conservation. That “not inconsistent” 
with conservation is a terrible way of saying that it really is nature and intrinsic 
values that should come first in our great outdoors, followed by traditional 
Kiwi recreation, and then finally, only to allow tourism where appropriate. It’s 
a welcome reset, and it gives the outdoor community the FMC executive, and 
for that matter the Department of Conservation too, a much-needed breathing 
space. The last year was a a period where I, and the rest of the executive, was 
running from the fallout from one bad decision to another, most of them resulting 
from the growth agenda of the previous government, and the pressures on the 
Department of Conservation.  It certainly was a period more of line-holding than 
it was of advancing. 

I am hopeful that many of the positions that FMC took, such as on trying to 
restore access through the Hunter Valley pastoral lease, in our Remarkable 
Outdoors campaign (featuring the Remarkables National Park), and our joint 
work on bad proposals such as the plan to dam the Waitaha River, and to build a 
private road through the Coromandel Forest Park will either be stopped or come 
to fruition under the new government. 

However, in a tough year, there is one stand-out achievement that the 
Department of Conservation and the previous government deserves full credit for 
– that of recognising the traditional partnership between outdoor recreationalists 
and the Department on maintaining huts and tracks and funding it, first through the 
Outdoor Recreation Consortium and now through the NZ Backcountry Trust. The 
NZ Backcountry Trust is now firmly established, with two representatives each from 
FMC, NZDA, and TrailFund (representing mountain-bikers). It is a model that will last. 

This has been the real game-changer for outdoor recreation, with close to 80 
huts now upgraded, and a multitude of other projects undertaken by our friends 
in the NZ Deerstalkers Association and the mountain-biking community. We can 
get things done in the backcountry for a fraction of the cost of the Department, 
but that isn’t the reason why we do it -  we maintain our huts and tracks because 
we are keeping our fires burning, maintaining our backcountry homes. Putting 
back, fixing things, and adding our own little touches, are integral to our culture. 
The Trust is funded for the next two years, and has secured some private sector 
funding to enable it to employ its first staff member – Rob Brown. 

After three years of intensive work for FMC, our executive officer, Jamie 
Stewart resigned for family reasons. Jamie’s contribution to FMC was immense, 
transforming our operations, and his work on the creation of Wilderlife.nz, FMC’s 
online magazine, which provides a window into outdoor culture, will likely be his 
lasting and most memorable contribution to FMC. Rumour has it that Jamie isn’t 
finished with service to FMC yet however. Executive members Sally Johannesson 
and Anthony Behrens resigned during the year as well. Sally had led work on the 
Kaimai Ridgeway proposal, and Anthony made a major contribution to Wilderlife, 
as well as quietly leading FMC through our exercise of refreshing our brand. That 
he did this almost without complaint speaks to his skills and approach. 

After such a busy period, the next year will be one of catch-up and consolidation, 
catching up with clubs, and doggedly working with the new government on sewing 
up the ragged edges that have appeared in the fabric of our parks and reserves 
system. We are still lucky to have Lou Sanson and Mike Slater at the helm of DOC. 
They get, and deeply care what we are about. 

Two thank yous are called for. One for your continued support of FMC and 
through your subscriptions and donations, which enables us to work for you. The 
second is for the Department of Conservation staff, who, often without thanks 
and on an ever-diminishing budget, keep the vast majority of our huts and tracks 
open, and battle away at the tide of pests. They are truly a thin green line, and we 
all owe them a debt of gratitude for the work that they do. Next time you see a 
DOC staff member, please thank them for the work that they do. 

FMC Highlights for 2017-2018 
Forgotten Lands
DOC are progressing the reclassification of some areas of stewardship land, but the 
progress remains painfully slow. The St James Conservation Area and Mokihinui 
catchment will be first, with the northern section of the St James likely being added to 
Nelson Lakes National Park, and the rest becoming reserve. The Mokihinui, along with 
its riverbed, will likely be added to Kahurangi National Park, protecting it properly.

However, following the Supreme Court’s decision on the Ruataniwha dam land swap, 
DOC are reconsidering the need to progress land reclassification. This is disappointing, 
as it would only take a future government to change the law to enable swapping again. 
The 10% of New Zealand that is stewardship land deserves better protection. FMC will 
press Ministers and Department senior management to get a wriggle on this issue. It 
is beyond overdue. 

Tourism
Tourism issues took up a large chunk of the executive’s time, whether it was 
overflowing carparks and toilets through to high-level discussions on how to 
strategically manage the industry. FMC wrote a detailed submission to the Department 
of Conservation on the redesign of the all-important Visitor Strategy, however, other 
work pressures on DOC meant that this work wasn’t completed in 2017. It is a high 
priority for the new government however so we hope it will be picked up. FMC also 
enjoys cordial relationships with Tourism Industry Aotearoa, and early warning and 
dialogue between these FMC and TIA does make life easier when it comes to getting 
decisions out of DOC. Despite some conflict, there is substantial common ground 
between TIA and FMC.

The Ombudsman is expected to report back any week on the decision to grant extra 
helicopter landings on the Ngapunatoru Plateau in Fiordland, and we are optimistic for 
a favourable outcome, which shows that DOC were deeply wrong to issue the landing 
permits. 

Access
Access issues are heating up for us, particularly in the North Island, where our rock-
climbing members report the closure of several crags on private land often under the 
guise of “Health and Safety”. This issue is only likely to grow, and the FMC executive, 

in conjunction with the NZ Alpine Club, will be creating a 
new role of Access Advocate, to focus on these issues and 
develop systems and approaches that can be picked up by 
locals and used to keep access available. See the northern 
executive report for more information on this. There is also 
a sore and pressing need to write strategic access plans to, 
over time, restore access to increasingly landlocked blocks of 
conservation land, such as the Ruahines. The Walking Access 
Commission is also up for review this year, and FMC will 
be submitting strongly in support of it, but recommending 
changes and more funding to increase its effectiveness. 

We hope for more progress on the Hunter Valley station 
access issue this year as well. Our calls for negotiation with 
lessee and former US television host Matt Lauer were met with 
deaf ears. It will be up to central government to put it right 
now. 

Kauri dieback
The announcement of the Waitakere Range rahui, and the 
subsequent plans for the closure of many of the tracks in 
the ranges hit the executive by surprise. Auckland Council 
has done a poor job of communication on the issue to clubs, 
however, it appears that DOC have been much more proactive 
in engaging with clubs over the issue on the tracks that they 
manage. Kudos for DOC for getting their consultation right. 
The New Zealand Recreation Association and FMC organised, 
at very short notice, a briefing for club members on the issue, 

and further meetings are planned. It is encouraging to see that the Auckland Council 
are taking a nuanced approach to the issue, with not all tracks in the Waitekeres 
proposed for closure. 

High country
FMC executive member Jan Finlayson has undertaken a phenomenal amount of work 
on South Island high country issues. The issues, such as tenure review and land use 
intensification in the Mackenzie Basin are highly complex, but essentially NZ has 
again reached a decision-point about how we would like these landscapes to look 
in the future. FMC believes that mismanagement by government agencies and poor 
policy for the past decade has led to poor outcomes, both for the land itself and for 
access to that land. The new government is taking high country issues seriously, and 
we await their decisions with interest.

There has been a flurry of contact between government and FMC over the high 
country. DOC have always been helpful, however underresourced they are, however, 
a big change in attitude from Land Information New Zealand has been observed. It is 
still early days but the new approaches by LINZ to actually engage with stakeholders 
appear promising.
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North
The biggest issue facing the north currently is 
Kauri dieback, and the access restrictions that 
will be placed on Kauri forests as a result. Sadly, 
whilst pigs and other animals spread the disease, 
the science is pretty clear that humans are far and 
away the largest cause. This means accepting and 
planning for restrictions, because the risk of Kauri 
extinction is simply too great for us to contemplate. 
Diebacks from the fungi responsible for the 
disease – phytopthera, are common worldwide, 
and no one has a cure in place yet, but there are 
treatments available for infected trees. Trampers 
can be confident that the New Zealand science is of 
quality, however, there is always a need for more 
money. 

FMC will be prioritising effort to engage with the 
Auckland Council to ensure that they strategically plan for recreation 
in the face of Kauri dieback, and ensuring that they improve their 
communication effort with trampers. 

Central
The biggest issue facing the central executive team was the imposition 
of a 4-hour parking restriction on the Mangatepopo access road in 
Tongariro National Park. DOC announced the restriction without any 
consultation, overriding the other part of the Department that had 
been diligently working with FMC and others on a better approach! 
DOC have apologised for their failures here, and have put in place 
an ability for genuine park users to get an exemption ticket from 
the Whakapapa Visitor Centre enabling them to stay overnight. Any 
issues with this system should be reported back to FMC. A better 
solution to the overcrowding issue at this road-end is proposed, but 
nothing further has been discussed at this point. 

Booking systems on the Sunrise and Rangiwahia Huts in the 
Ruahines have been introduced without major complaints. 
Negotiations with iwi over the future of Egmont National Park have 
been straightforward, with the signing of a Deed of Settlement 
between iwi and the Crown. Access will not be affected, and the 
national park will remain, with the land underneath the park returned 
to an entity that represents the tupuna, or common ancestor, of the 
four iwi which whakapapa to the mountain. It is an elegant solution 
to some poor actions by the Crown following the end of the Taranaki 
wars. 

Top of the South
A proposal to build a “Moa Town” tourist attraction at the Oparara 
Arches in Kahurangi National Park was highly controversial, and 
FMC led opposition to it. It turned out to be a classic case of “DOC 
the Developer”, where DOC had been captured in a working group 
with Tourism West Coast, and became incapable of doing its job as 
a result. The final outcome on the Oparara proposal is uncertain at 
this point, but FMC is now dealing with a much more circumspect 
Department that appears to be more willing to listen. The question 

is now about how much the initial proposals are scaled back to 
something appropriate. 

FMC wrote to the Ministers of Lands and Conservation, as well as 
Department staff to press government to ensure that the Riversdale 
Flats, on Mt White Station, near Arthurs Pass were not accidentally 
sold as a result of a proposed sale of the Mt White pastoral lease. The 
flats were designated for Arthurs Pass National Park, but apparently 
an error led to them being included in the pastoral lease. LINZ is 
apparently undertaking an investigation into the status of the land. 

South
Much of the Southern group’s work seems to involve watching and 
waiting for outcomes in Fiordland. We’re awaiting a decision on 
concession applications that we opposed for a lunch shelter at Lake 
Howden for a commercial operator, where we supported the idea of 
getting guided walkers out of the public hut but thought that the 
proposed location contravened the management plan. We’re also 
waiting to hear the outcome of a concession application for a radio 
repeater in Pembroke Wilderness Area, which we argued contravenes 
the Wilderness provisions of the National Parks Act.  At the time of 
writing, we’re expecting to receive the Ombudsman’s report on the 
tenfold increase in helicopter landings on the Ngapunatoru Plateau 
soon. This change was approved using a provision in the management 
plan allowing research. Japanese whaling style research, we think. 
We’re also hoping to hear from DoC on what action they will take 
to get the South West/Cameron Wilderness Area gazetted. According 
to the management plan, consultation should have been underway 
by 2012. On a more positive note, we’re pleased to see that work 
on formalising the Pegasus Wilderness Area in Rakiura National 
Park is commencing, and we supported a concession application 
by our Backcountry Trust partners NZ Deerstalkers’ Association 
for Staircase Hut in North Otago. It’s a wee gem! The Hunter Valley 
Station decision by the Overseas Investment Office made a mockery 
of the consultation on access with the Walking Access Commission 
and recreational groups. We’re hopeful that the government will give 
a direction to the OIO that will ensure there is no repeat. 
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Rebecca Jamieston (Wairarapa)
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Around the Regions FMC Trust
Income

Donations and Bequests $13,600

Interest and Dividends $27,100

Total $40,700

Expenses

Grants and Scholarships $23,200

Oral History Project $16,900

Administration $7,500

Total $47,600

Trust Donors
FMC Trust thanks these people who 
made donations of $20 or more towards 
the work of FMC and the Trust.

Aimer, Peter Lofroth, Jeffrey
Allen, Andrew Mace, Shirley
Allingham, Warren Macklin, Glen
Allison, David Malpass, Ron
Arnold, Jan Marchant, Tom
Aston, M J May, Margaret
Bain, D K Mayes, Denise
Barnes, David McLea, Phillip
Barrell, John McConchie, Don
Beattie, Ian McConchie, Mike
Beavis, Vanessa McCowatt, Garry
Blackman, Evan McGlone, Andrew
Bones, Gary Mead, Lawrie
Booth, George Mincher, Louise
Brooks, Maria Mitton, Tony
Broughton, Russell Molloy, Les
Brown-Blake, Garry Moretta, Keith
Bruce-Smith, Gerald Mountfort, P F
Buchanan, Fin Murray, Betty
Burgess, G D Murray, Brett
Calver, Mike Mythen, Neil
Cawley, Phil Nankervis, John
Chevin, David Nicol, Euan
Cloughley, Katie Norman, Rob
Condron, Scott Novak, Evzen
Costello, Jim O'Connor, Margaret
Crickmer, David Parker, Dianne
Curtis, Christine Pearson, Frank
Davis, Brian Pharis, Richard
Dennis, Tim Phillips, Caroline E
Deroles, Suzanne Polglaze, Max
Dey, K W Rabel, Murray
Dickerson, Andrew Ritchie, Ian
Donkin, Geoff J Robson, Tim
Douglass, Martin Rockell, Win
Drinkwater, Marie Rosoman, Alan
Eames, Chris Rowe, Bernie
Eason, John Sandlant, Phil
East, Lloyd Scott, Robyn
Elsworth, Jason Sellier, Damian
Evans, David Sheridan, Mike
Fenn, David Simpson, Ray
Ferrier, Margot Smith, Gavin
Fyfe, Grant Smith, Nigel
Garwood, John Steven, Mathew
Giesen, Marcel Suggate, Richard
Glasson, Phil Tarr, Kenneth
Goldthorpe, Nigel Taylor, Mike
Gray, Stuart Thompson, Megan
Grubb, Ray Thomson, Rod
Hamel, Antony Tiller, Stuart
Harper, Jenny A Twohill, Jim
Heine, Arnold Verheul, Mika
Heine, Jan Walsh, Michael J
Herman, Noel West, Chris
Hill, Fay West, Dave
Hinchey, Peter West, J A
Hodge, Brian W West, Mark
Hughes, David Wichers, Pat
Huxford, Merv Wigley, David
Ireland, Peter Williams, Tony
Jones, Colin Williams, Jeff
Jull, Adrian Williams, Steve
Karwowski, Phil Wilson, Geoff N
Kerr, Yvonne Winter, Jacqui
Lee, Frances Wiskerke, Hans
Leigh, Andrew Worsley, Don

No bequests were received during the 
year. Bequests have been received in 
previous years from the estates of:

Ray Burrell  2015
Brenda Glasson  2013
Ronald Greenwood 2007
Ida Hamilton  2002
Ruth Hesselyn  2013
Peter Jagger  2011
Henry Millward  2008
Gilbert McCaul  2004
Michael Taylor  2012
Bob Ussher  2014
Owen Wilkes  2006

Finance
The full Financial Performance Report for year ending 28 February 
2018 is available as a separate booklet on request or may be 
downloaded from the FMC website.

This was the first year of the increased fee and income was 
correspondingly higher.  Membership subs were up by 40% and 
total income increased by 36% which was higher than budgeted.  
FMC notes the contribution of $22,000 from FMC Trust and the 
continuing significant support from the Maerewhenua Trust.  The 
budgeted surplus was $3300 but we faced higher costs than expected 
in the implementation of a new membership database and we expect 
the final bottom line for the year will be close to a break even figure. 
FMC now employs 3 part time staff and this is reflected in a higher 
level of activity than in previous years.

Membership
As at 28 February

2016 2017 2018

Affiliated Clubs  (Full) 46 47 46

Affiliated Clubs (Partial) 43 49 51

Total Affiliated Clubs  89 96 97

Club Financial Membership 9425 9834 10242

Individual Supporter Membership 745 850 874

School & Polytech Membership 2792 2152 1451

Other Associate Membership 7546 7862 7542

 Total All Membership 20508 20698 20109
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