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FMC response to the proposed Waitakere Regional Park track plan 

FMC (Federated Mountain Clubs) represents 20,000 members of over 80 
tramping, climbing and other outdoor recreation clubs throughout New Zealand, 
and also the interests and concerns of the estimated 300,000 New Zealanders 
who actively pursue backcountry recreation. 

 
FMC affiliated outdoor recreation clubs have been recreating in the Waitakere 
ranges for close to 100 years. Our members know the forest - and its extensive 
network of tracks, huts and routes - intimately and have largely rejoiced in its 
regeneration and recovery over recent decades. This has been tinged in recent 
years by the visible manifestations of kauri dieback disease and concern 
regarding the future of the kauri, and also the future of recreation in the ranges. 
 
FMC and affiliated clubs have indicated support for a “precautionary approach” 
to management of the Waitakere ranges. This includes support for the 
temporary closure of the regional park by Auckland Council following the rāhui 
placed by Te Kawerau ā Maki. 
 
FMC does not have any specific feedback on the proposals contained in the 
proposed tracks plan (we are aware of local recreational groups including the 
Auckland Tracks User forum working actively with Council in this regard), but 
requests that the points listed below are taken into account as part of the 
journey towards a refreshed Regional Parks Management Plan, which promises 
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a more substantive discussion regarding the future of Waitakere Ranges 
Regional Park and its recreational opportunity.  
 

1. There is a growing concern in the community that the appropriate balance 
has not being found, or communicated, regarding the different heritage 
values of the Waitakere ranges. These include the wilderness recreational 
experience and the ability of locals to live healthily in their environment. 
This was well captured in a recent Newsroom article. 
 

2. There is confusion in the general public regarding the legal status of the 
closures, with many incorrectly believing that they were required by the 
Controlled Area Notice. The closures were given effect by an Order in 
Council of Auckland Council, and it is doubtful whether the appropriate 
legal test weighing the identified heritage values of the Waitakere ranges 
was properly undertaken. 
 

3. There are eyebrows being raised at the quality of the science being relied 
upon in making decisions on management approaches, in particular the 
Kauri Dieback Report 2017 which purports to  demonstrate a correlation 
between recreational use and pathogen spread but ignores critical factors 
such as: historical forestry practices, kauri plantings, management 
practices, kauri and track network patterns and wider factors affecting 
forest health. It would be useful to have this report independently 
reviewed in a wider context ahead of Regional Park Plan review 
discussions. 
 

4. There is widespread confusion around the current track standards, with 
many people, including Auckland Council staff, incorrectly believing they 
are required by the Controlled Area Notice. These are simply standards 
developed by the Department of Conservation to upgrade high-use track 
in Kauri forest that have been adopted by Auckland Council at a policy 
level.  There are concerns that this management intervention may not be 
effective -  or cost-effective - compared to other interventions,  and that 
indeed may pose more risk in the construction phase than warranted by 
the baseline risk. More sharing of information about these track 
standards, including details of track construction risk assessments and 
cost would help the discussion. 
 

5. This consultation is taking place in the shadow of the development of a 
National Pest Management Plan which may move forward the kauri 
dieback response in a number of areas including coordination of a 
“nationwide” response,  the declaration of a network of sanctuaries, the 
identification of minimum track standards, and a wider consideration of 
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how competing values may be properly considered in this complex issue. 
The future Regional Park Plan review discussions will be influenced by this 
context. 

 
FMC thanks Auckland Council for its continued efforts to understand and 
manage Kauri Dieback - within the wider context of ensuring a vibrant and 
healthy Waitakere ranges both for its own sake, and for for future generations to 
enjoy. FMC would urge the Council to continue engaging wholeheartedly with 
locals and local recreational groups, especially those who have a long-term 
knowledge of and commitment to the area. It is imperative that all identified 
heritage features of the Waitakere ranges continued to be considered in 
management decisions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Jamie Stewart 
FMC Executive member - Northern region 
contact: Jamie.Stewart@fmc.org.nz - 027 767 4064 
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