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LETTER TO CONSERVATION SPOKESPERSONS 2020 
 

If we vote for you, will you look after our outdoors? 

Federated Mountain Clubs is the national association of tramping, climbing and outdoor clubs, with 
over 20000 members. We’ve been going (and growing) since 1931, and have always been politically 
neutral. 

We’ve got a few questions for you, as conservation spokesperson for your party. We want to know if 
you have policies that will speak for nature’s mana and for Kiwis’ place in the wild lands we love. 

If you are able to respond before 1 June, your response will feature in an article in the June edition of 
Backcountry, FMC's quarterly magazine, and will be published on our website, fmc.org.nz. 

 

Will you refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis? 

This can be achieved by: 

• Giving all Kiwi school kids an outdoor education 
• A DOC refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis 
• Hut bookings opening early for New Zealanders (Kiwishare) 
• Stopping safety overreach 
• Parks and huts that are public forever 

Will you strengthen protection for our treasured wild lands and create the Remarkables National 
Park and a Wild Rivers park? 

This can be achieved by: 

• Creation of a Wild Rivers park on West Coast towns’ doorsteps 
• Reclassification of stewardship land. What’s taking so long? 
• Properly resourcing kauri dieback research and supporting recreation for Aucklanders 
• Creation of the Remarkables National Park 

Will you support outdoor projects that link places and people? 

This can be achieved by: 

• Regional initiatives such as Wangapeka Track restoration and developing Northland’s Elliot 
Bay multi-day walk 

• Affirming the status of unformed legal roads and putting the Walking Access Commission in 
charge of them 

• Creating a fund to enhance public access and complete the Queen’s Chain 
• operational funding for sustainability of Te Araroa and the New Zealand Cycle Trail 

Will you foster genuine sustainability? 

This can be achieved by: 

• Conservation, restoration, and local recreation recognised as the new growth opportunities 
• Indigenous mixed forestry is favoured in the One Billion Trees Programme 
• A properly funded national wilding conifer control strategy 
• Durable, sustainability-proven supplies and infrastructure for recreation are essential 

https://www.fmc.org.nz/
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• DOC’s support for recreation volunteers at all levels 
 
Will you make ‘preservation in perpetuity’ mean just that? 

This can be achieved by 

• An increased DOC budget that reflects the size of the challenge 
• Removing DOC from the Natural Resources Sector in recognition that it protects nature’s 

right to ‘be’ on its own terms 
• A Department that is unafraid to say ‘no’ to inappropriate projects and partnerships 
• A Department that is effective in its role advocating for nature outside public conservation 

land 
 
 

We look forward to your reply. If you’d like to discuss this with some of our national executive team 
or would like more information on any of the ideas above, please let us know. 

 
 

 
The responses from each party follow in the pages below, in the order they were received 
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RESPONSE: THE OPPORTUNITIES PARTY (TOP) 
 

Dear Jan, 

Thank you for your invitation to respond to FMC’s questions and opportunity to contribute to the 
June issue of Backcountry. Please find our responses within this letter. 

 

FMC Q: Will you refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis? 

TOP A: Recreation for New Zealanders is very important. To build the public support that we need 
for saving our natural environment, kiwi’s need to have regular, easy and meaningful interactions 
with nature. Recreation is crucial to this, and so we support outdoor recreation for everyone. TOP 
supports this in our Education policy, via nature-based play and incorporating the outdoors into our 
education wherever possible. TOP agrees that New Zealand residents should have preferential 
access to the DOC estate before overseas visitors, and that parks and huts should definitely stay in 
public hands. In our view, Health and Safety legislation needs to better balance the costs and 
benefits of risk taking. 

FMC Q: Will you strengthen protection for our treasured wild lands and create the Remarkables 
National Park and a Wild Rivers park? 

TOP A: TOP agrees 100% stewardship land should be reclassified as soon as possible and current 
delays are not good enough. TOP also agrees that Kauri dieback research should be properly funded. 
TOP supports both these National Park proposals, and would require meaningful and comprehensive 
local feedback and engagement with this decision-making process. This is in line with TOP's position 
that community and iwi groups should be supported in having greater involvement with their local 
conservation, and with conservation on the DOC estate in their local area. 

FMC Q: Will you support outdoor projects that link places and people? 

TOP A: For New Zealand to build public support for saving our natural environment, as above, all 
kiwis need to interact with nature and our great outdoors. To achieve this, everyone must have 
access to our valued natural areas, which includes areas along rivers and the coastline, so this access 
must be supported. Funding the construction of tracks and cycle trails is a popular political move - 
but in order for these projects to keep delivering recreational and economic benefits for their local 
community and all New Zealanders, these projects need to be properly maintained. This means that 
TOP considers the operational expenditure for maintenance as important and exciting as 
establishing the tracks and trails in the first place. 

FMC Q: Will you foster genuine sustainability 

TOP A: TOP strives to put genuine sustainability at the front and centre of all our policies. At the 
highest level, our progress shouldn’t be measured by GDP and this is just as important when 
thinking about our natural places and outdoor recreation. Accessible natural experiences are of 
great value to people and should be recognised as such. TOP doesn’t support using public money for 
exotic forestry. Creating native forests should be the long term focus. Efficiently controlling wilding 
pines is crucial and requires an initial up-front investment. TOP absolutely supports DOC fostering 
local communities and iwi being involved in the DOC estate, including recreation. 
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FMC Q: Will you make ‘preservation in perpetuity’ mean just that? 

TOP A: TOP intends to see the money that New Zealand allocates to conserving natural places and 
natural resources increase to meet the long-term, sustainable needs of a healthy, thriving natural 
environment. TOP supports initiatives that increase the funding to local communities and iwi groups, 
and increase access to funding by other stakeholders in the conservation of our natural places. TOP 
pursues policy that increases our conservation spending through these mechanisms, to compliment 
DOCs existing level of funding. 

Across all issues of public policy as well as nature, conservation and recreation, TOP stands for a truly 
independent public service that offers free and frank advice based on the highest standards of 
expertise, knowledge and evidence available at the time. 

Finally, as a policy-based party, TOP has a comprehensive suite of policies to recognise that the 
challenges we face as New Zealand are intertwined and interact with each other. Also, the 
implications of policy in one area impact on other areas of New Zealanders’ lives. This means that 
FMC members, dedicated to conservation and outdoor recreation, will find many more TOP policies 
that impact and improve how New Zealanders are able to enjoy and conserve our natural places. 

These include our Environmental policies for Freshwater, Biodiversity and Climate Change, and 
Education through to an improved standard of living better supporting wellbeing and recreation 
which TOP pursues in our Housing, Urban Development and Tax Reform policies. 

We look forward to sharing these policies with our Members as we approach the 2020 Election. 
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RESPONSE: NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL PARTY 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to your magazine. Please find our answers below.  

If we vote for you, will you look after our outdoors? 

We are incredibly fortunate to have mountains, lakes and rivers on our doorstep. It’s the kiwi dream 
where we can make memories and lead a healthy lifestyle in our own backyard. 

Looking after the outdoors is an absolute priority for me. I believe in sustainability, environmental 
pragmatism and taking a scientific and evidence based approach to the challenges we face in 
conservation. 

Community conservation groups and recreational trampers, climbers, hunters and fishers know the 
issues at play better than bureaucrats in Wellington. For me, working closely with stakeholders is key 
to achieving an outdoor environment we can all be proud of. 

Will you refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis? 

The conservation estate is unique, special and a taonga for all New Zealanders. I think there’s been a 
re-emergence of New Zealanders’ interest in spending time in the outdoors and that’s something 
that should be encouraged. 
I want conservation land to be accessible and affordable and I want to see an improvement in the 
recreational opportunities available to all New Zealanders. Some aspects of DOC’s engagement with 
the public is clunky and time consuming. I’m committed to fine-tuning the department’s operation to 
make recreation a focus and for the DOC estate to be as accessible as possible. 

While it’s important to provide quality tracks and facilities for people to use, I think it’s important not 
to over complicate things. Retaining the raw and natural beauty of our country is important – let’s 
experience the land it as it should be. 

Safety regulations have their place but should not be cumbersome and should not restrict New 
Zealanders from enjoying the great outdoors. My colleagues and I are determined to get rid of excess 
red tape across all government departments including conservation. 

Will you strengthen protection for our treasured wild lands and create the Remarkables National 
Park and a Wild Rivers park? 

New Zealand public land is treasured by us and by visitors. We need to maximise opportunities across 
the country to identify lesser known areas for people to enjoy. If we can encourage people to visit 
these parts of the country it takes the pressure off the usual conservation hot-spots. I am open to 
new ideas and suggestions about how this can be done in the future. 

For me, ensuring that our most valued landscapes are protected under the Conservation Act and 
Reserves Act is of upmost importance. The Department of Conservation needs to advocate for the 
best interests of the conservation estate and its iconic flora, fauna, wildlife and birds, regardless of 
whether it lies in a National Park or not. 

National has proposed setting targets and a deadline for the completion of the review of stewardship 
land and would introduce a system of net conservation benefit for landscape acquisitions and 
disposals. 
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When we look at the situation with kauri dieback, I think it’s fair to say that it’s been a disaster. A 
National Pest Management Plan has been talked about since 2017 but it appears to be on the back 
burner for the Minister which is a terrible shame. The discovery of kauri dieback in Northland’s Puketi 
Forest in March was a sad reflection of where we’re at. 

Officials have told government ministers that current knowledge and tools at our disposal are not 
sufficient to overcome kauri die-back and that a longer term scientific approach is needed. I would 
reform the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act to ensure that we have the tools we need 
to protect our native trees and species. 

Will you support outdoor projects that link places and people? 

Absolutely. I served in the previous National Government which invested $75 million in the New 
Zealand Cycle Trail and undertook the first expansion of the Great Walks network in 25 years. We 
also established a network of short walks and day walks for people to experience spectacular and 
diverse landscapes while relieving pressure on the more well-known tracks. 

I was proud to be part of that significant programme of work and see enormous benefit in projects 
that help link people and places. 

New Zealanders should have unfettered access to the conservation estate – it’s our birth right and 
something that should be honoured by political parties across the board. 

Will you foster genuine sustainability? 
National recognises the need for genuine practical sustainability. We have signalled our intention to 
adopt the recommendation of the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment for a 
transparent overseer to regulate water quality and will support the many community conservation 
trusts that do so much good work. 

I agree that conservation, restoration, and local recreation are new growth opportunities. I also know 
that we have a virtual standing army of New Zealanders ready and willing to go into National Parks to 
help out the conservation effort. Their enthusiasm should be encouraged and we should look for 
more opportunities to bring people with us as we look to protect our greatest asset. 

I’m very proud that the former National Government introduced the Predator Free 2050 initiative, 
and I believe more can be done in this area. If we can harness the expertise of local groups and 
individuals we can make great headway in improving biodiversity. 

You only have to look at what’s taken place in Miramar to see what can be done when people pull 
together for the common good. This group of community volunteers have shown great pride and 
passion in their effort to rid the peninsular of rats and mice and bring back the birds and bush. 

When it comes to wilding conifers, they are a blight on the landscape and a $4.6 billion threat to our 
economy. If the current government were open to discussing the use of bio technology to assist 
eradication efforts, we would be much further ahead in our fight against these weeds. 

Will you make ‘preservation in perpetuity’ mean just that? 

New Zealanders should always have unimpeded access to the 8 million hectares of conservation land. 

Our conservation estate is not solely about the protection and conservation of species but also about 
the right of New Zealanders to enjoy the outdoors. My colleagues and I value recreation and its part 
in engaging people, communities and stakeholders in conservation efforts. 
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Enabling appropriate use of the conservation estate is something I am committed to. I want DOC 
Rangers to identify recreational opportunities and form stronger relationships with the public. 

Good environmental practice should be part of everything we do, not only to protect our natural 
heritage, but to secure the sort of future we want for our children and grandchildren. 

New Zealanders have traditionally trusted National with managing the economy but I also want 
people to know that they can trust us to care for the environment as well. The kiwi backyard you 
value so highly is something I value too. 
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RESPONSE: NEW ZEALAND FIRST 

Here are my responses to your questions. Thank you for contacting me to contribute New Zealand 
First’s perspective on these topics. 

 

Will you refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis? This can be achieved by 

• giving all Kiwi school kids an outdoor education.  

This is currently part of the NZ curriculum document and we support the document. 

• a DOC refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis.  

No that should be the responsibility of Tourism NZ and in a Covid world they have the capacity 
and desire to enhance domestic tourism. 

• hut bookings opening early for New Zealanders (KiwiShare).  

Yes we are keen to pursue this conversation we are after all New Zealand First. 

• stopping safety overreach.  

We recognise the Health and Safety legislation needs to be reviewed to recognise barriers 
without minimising safety. 

• parks and huts that are public forever.  

Yes 

Will you strengthen protection for our treasured wild lands and create the Remarkables National 
Park and a Wild Rivers park? This can be achieved by 

• creation of a Wild Rivers park on West Coast towns’ doorsteps. 

NZ First would ensure DoC survey all stewardship land within 10 years and remove those 
parts of it from the Conservation Estate that should not be so designated. That said we would 
be open to a conversation about the possibility of protecting areas of special significance. 

• reclassification of stewardship land. What’s taking so long?  

We agree but perhaps not the same perspective as yourself – We want the review that was 
promised when the land was temporarily designated. See above note. 

• properly resourcing kauri dieback research and supporting recreation for Aucklanders. 

NZ First will fund the kauri dieback response to include more monitoring, research, 
compliance staff and disease control. We will prioritise a science approach to finding a cure 
with urgency meanwhile efforts to control the spread of the pathogen will continue in 
collaboration with local government, land owners, iwi and others. 

• creation of the Remarkables National Park.  

I note that Federated Mountain Clubs are calling for a new national park to be created in the 
Otago Southland high country near Queenstown. At this time we would look to the advice of 
the local iwi and NZCA. 
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Will you support outdoor projects that link places and people? This can be achieved by 

• regional initiatives such as Wangapeka Track restoration and developing Northland’s Elliot 
Bay multi-day walk.  

Yes it makes sense to keep these tracks in operational condition. We see this as a natural 
progression for domestic and international tourism. 

• affirming the status of unformed legal roads and putting the Walking Access Commission in 
charge of them.  

This needs to be dealt with on a case by case basis and involve local government. 

• creating a fund to enhance public access and complete the Queen’s Chain.  

This interacts with the Foreshore legislation as so would require major public discussion. 

• operational funding for sustainability of Te Araroa and the New Zealand Cycle Trail.  

NZ First believes this should be self-sustaining from the tourism levy. It may need a trust to be 
created to provide oversight. 

 

Will you foster genuine sustainability? This can be achieved by 

• conservation, restoration, and local recreation recognised as the new growth opportunities. 

We see this as part of the Covid recovery. 

• favouring indigenous mixed forestry in the One Billion Trees Programme.  

We do and we want to see the carbon capture to be recognised so these are incentivised for 
planting. 

• a properly funded national wilding conifer control strategy.  

We have already funded this as part of the PGF and Covid response. 

• durable, sustainability-proven supplies and infrastructure for recreation are essential.  

Yes 

• DOC’s support for recreation volunteers at all levels.  

We would like to see a reward system for volunteers by way of petrol vouchers to assist those 
many who have the time but not the financial resources to help. 
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Will you make ‘preservation in perpetuity’ mean just that? 

• an increased DOC budget that reflects the size of the challenge.  

We have already increased the DOC budget more than any other government. 

• removing DOC from the Natural Resources Sector in recognition that it protects nature’s right 
to ‘be’ on its own terms.  

No 

• a Department that is unafraid to say ‘no’ to inappropriate projects and partnerships.  

I have not observed the department being afraid to express its views on behalf of the 
environment or the conservation estate. 

• a Department that is effective in its role advocating for nature outside public conservation 
land.  

This is not what a government department is for…this is what you are for. 
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RESPONSE: GREEN PARTY 
 
Will you refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis?  

This can be achieved by  
• giving all Kiwi school kids an outdoor education.  
• a DOC refocus on fostering recreation for Kiwis.  
• hut bookings opening early for New Zealanders (KiwiShare).  
• stopping safety overreach.  
• parks and huts that are public forever.  
 
With the Green Party at the heart of Government we secured the largest funding increase in 
conservation in 16 years in Budget 2018 to better protect threatened plants and wildlife and invest in 
the health of conservation lands and waters.  Investing in nature and jobs is a core part of the 
Government’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic with the $1.3 billion Jobs for Nature programme. It 
aims to create 11,000 jobs over the next four years. People who have lost jobs can work on pest and 
weed control, riparian planting, wilding conifer control and upgrading huts and tracks.  

Under this Government, the Department of Conservation (DOC) is focused on protecting 
conservation lands and waters and ensuring that New Zealanders can enjoy them for recreation. With 
the borders closed, we’re encouraging New Zealanders to get out in to nature and make use of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s amazing walks, tramps and public conservation land.  

The Green Party believes being able to access and explore nature is a fundamental right for New 
Zealanders and underpins quality of life, health and wellbeing. We support outdoor education and 
nature based education in schools. We will increase funding for outdoor and nature based education, 
to enable more kids to access and enjoy nature.    

Under this Government we have established the International Visitor Levy to ensure international 
visitors contribute to conservation and the protection of the places they come to enjoy, and help 
fund visitor infrastructure and planning for tourism.  We have trialled differential fees for huts on 
Great Walks where New Zealanders pay substantially less than international visitors.  The Green Party 
is open to considering FMC’s KiwiShare proposal and supports public huts and parks remaining in 
public ownership.  

 

Will you strengthen protection for our treasured wild lands and create the Remarkables National 
Park and a Wild Rivers park?  

This can be achieved by  
• creation of a Wild Rivers park on West Coast towns’ doorsteps.  
• reclassification of stewardship land. What’s taking so long?  
• properly resourcing kauri dieback research and supporting recreation for Aucklanders.  
• creation of the Remarkables National Park.  

The Green Party is committed to improving conservation outcomes and strengthening protections for 
Aotearoa’s natural landscapes. In Government, we added 64,000 hectares to Kahurangi National Park 
– the largest ever addition to a national park in Aotearoa.  



12 
 
 
 

Water conservation orders need to be given more weight and the proposed reform of the RMA is a 
chance to do this and ensure better protection of remaining wild rivers. 

With the Greens in Government, the Department of Conservation was directed to implement its 
statutory responsibilities to advocate for nature under the RMA, instead of leaving this to NGOs and 
Fish and Game. We want no new mining on or under conservation land, except for pounamu and 
some small scale, alluvial gold mining in defined areas.  The lack of agreement across all three parties 
in Government around no new mining on stewardship land was the reason we did not achieve no 
new mining on conservation land in the current term. 

Stewardship land is conservation land.  The status of areas of stewardship land such as St James is 
being reviewed. Where their landscapes, cultural, ecological and recreational values deserve greater 
recognition and protection their legal status should be improved.  Reviewing land status can involve 
significant time and resources so biodiversity protection has been a priority, given the 4,000 species 
threatened or at risk of extinction. 

Our kauri forests are iconic. Urgent and effective action is needed to prevent and control the spread 
of kauri dieback, with increased funding to support a National Pest Management Plan.  Government 
agencies and councils across Northland, Auckland and the Coromandel need to continue to work 
together and alongside mana whenua and communities. The Green Party also supports more funding 
for science and research; including science based on matauranga Māori to prevent and control kauri 
dieback. DOC is being funded to upgrade tracks and establish cleaning stations to reduce the risk of 
spread through muddy footwear, and to have kauri dieback ambassadors on high use tracks talking to 
the public about doing the right thing. 

The Green Party supports the creation of more national parks, provided mana whenua are 
meaningfully involved in their creation and management.  The Remarkables Park proposal deserves 
investigation.  

 

Will you support outdoor projects that link places and people?  

This can be achieved by 

• regional initiatives such as Wangapeka Track restoration and developing Northland’s Elliot Bay 
multi-day walk.  

• affirming the status of unformed legal roads and putting the Walking Access Commission in charge 
of them.  

• creating a fund to enhance public access and complete the Queen’s Chain.  
• operational funding for sustainability of Te Araroa and the New Zealand Cycle Trail.  

The Green Party recognises the value in partnering with iwi, regions, and community groups and to 
improve access to the outdoors and deliver recreation projects. The Green Party wants DOC to 
continue to strengthen its Treaty partnerships and work in communities across New Zealand. DOC 
can lend its expertise and technical know-how to continue to improve walking and mountain biking 
opportunities.  
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The Green Party will seek to continue to increase DOC’s core funding to better protect natural 
landscapes and to enable people to explore and enjoy them through campsites, picnic areas, huts, 
walking, tramping and biking tracks.  DOC is exploring improving walking opportunities in Elliot Bay.  

Better recreational planning by DOC, public input into Conservation Management Strategies and 
policy, in line with Te Tiriti o Waitangi can help guide decisions around where cycle trail development 
is appropriate. 

Public access to nature is important. Marginal strips and public walking access along waterways 
should be protected and the network increased.  Unformed legal roads in many areas would benefit 
from being sign posted and available for walking access. The Green Party supports the work of the 
Walking Access Commission. It needs more funding to promote access and continue to develop 
constructive relationships between landholders and land users to expand public walking access across 
New Zealand.  

 
Will you foster genuine sustainability?  

This can be achieved by  

• conservation, restoration, and local recreation recognised as the new growth opportunities.  
• favouring indigenous mixed forestry in the One Billion Trees Programme.  
• a properly funded national wilding conifer control strategy.  
• durable, sustainability-proven supplies and infrastructure for recreation are essential.  
• DOC’s support for recreation volunteers at all levels.  

The Green Party sees increased investment in nature as crucial. Everyone should be able to enjoy the 
dawn chorus in their backyards, as well as the back country, and have rivers which are healthy for 
fishing, swimming, and gathering kai. Genuine sustainability recognises nature has inherent value and 
that people can only thrive if Papatūānuku thrives.  

Conservation and sustainability is the responsibility of all New Zealanders. Government can set the 
regulatory framework and work with iwi, landholders, councils, user groups and community groups in 
the vital role in the kaitiakitanga of land, waters and the oceans.  The Greens will increase funding 
support for iwi and hapū, landholders, and community organisations to restore the health of forests, 
waterways, and oceans through programmes such as the Community Conservation Fund. 

The Green Party recognises the important role forests have to play in carbon sequestration, and the 
value of Aotearoa New Zealand’s indigenous forests and trees in supporting biodiversity and native 
wildlife. The criteria for the Afforestation Grants Scheme does favour indigenous plantings because of 
the Greens’ advocacy.  Forestry needs to shift away from pine monocultures to a more diverse range 
of timber species and the Greens are pushing for this to be a greater focus in the One Billion Trees 
programme. 

With the Greens in Government we have secured an extra $100 million over four years for wilding 
conifer control across New Zealand - a major investment in protecting landscapes from invasive 
conifers. The Greens will review the National Policy Statement on Plantation Forestry to have 
stronger rules to prevent wilding conifer spread from new plantings. 
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We have increased the funding support for the Backcountry Trust whose volunteers do an incredible 
job in working with DOC to restore huts and improve tracks. 

 

Will you make ‘preservation in perpetuity’ mean just that?  

This can be achieved by  

• an increased DOC budget that reflects the size of the challenge.  
• removing DOC from the Natural Resources Sector in recognition that it protects nature’s right to ‘be’ 

on its own terms.  
• a Department that is unafraid to say ‘no’ to inappropriate projects and partnerships.  
• a Department that is effective in its role advocating for nature outside public conservation land.  

DOC must be adequately funded to undertake its primary conservation and advocacy roles, including 
the protection of indigenous biodiversity.  With the Greens in Government, DOC has had the biggest 
increase in funding in 16 years in Budget 2018, and again in 2019. In Budget 2020 we secured a $1.3 
billion investment over four years in Jobs for Nature, to create thousands of jobs to support nature. 
This is seeing a ramping up of pest and weed control, and increased investment in protecting native 
plants and wildlife at a landscape scale so species like kiwi, kaka and giant land snail and lizards all do 
well.  

Conservation is the responsibility of all New Zealanders. Conservation policies and practices must 
foster people's awareness of, and enthusiasm for, the protection of the indigenous plants and 
animals of Aotearoa New Zealand, and the ecosystems in which they exist; while educating people on 
how best to achieve positive conservation outcomes. Conservation must extend beyond parks and 
reserves to become an integral part of the planning and management of the countryside (including 
farms), towns and cities, and waterbodies so that the protection of nature and wildlife is supported 
by all activities that rely on our the health of our environment.  
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